
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

SCH   2009091125 
 

NOTICE OF PREPARATION 
 
FROM: Mehdi Morshed 

Executive Director 
California High-Speed Rail Authority 
925 L Street, Suite 1425 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

 
SUBJECT: Notice of preparation of a Project Environmental Impact Report / Environmental Impact 

Statement (EIR/EIS) for a Merced to Fresno High-Speed Train System  
 
The California High-Speed Rail Authority (Authority), as the Lead Agency for the California Environmental 
Quality Act (CEQA) process for a proposed California High-Speed Train (HST) System, issued a Notice of 
Preparation on February 24, 2009 for the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the 
Merced-to-Bakersfield section of the Authority’s proposed HST System in compliance with CEQA. The 
Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), as the federal lead agency for the National Environmental Policy 
Act (NEPA) process, issued a Notice of Intent to prepare an environmental impact statement (EIS) for this 
project.  Those notices identified alternatives involving the HST alignments and station locations between 
Merced and Bakersfield. 
 
The Authority and FRA have determined that the environmental effects of the HST System from Merced 
to Bakersfield are more appropriately assessed in two separate EIR/EIS documents, one from Merced to 
Fresno and another for Fresno to Bakersfield.  This Notice amends the environmental process started on 
March 13, 2009 to a Project EIR/EIS for the Merced to Fresno section of the HST System.  The decision 
to complete two EIR/EISs was made because the project sections are of sufficient length, with logical 
termini, allowing for an analysis of environmental matters on a broad scope to ensure that the project will 
function properly without requiring additional improvements elsewhere, and the assessment of HST 
alternatives in the Merced to Fresno section will not restrict consideration of alternatives for other 
transportation improvements. 
 
This NOP initiates the State CEQA process and the preparation of an Environmental Impact 
Report/Environmental Impact Statement for the Merced to Fresno section of the proposed California 
High-Speed Train System.  The Authority is issuing this NOP to solicit public and agency input into the 
scope of the EIR and to advise the public that outreach activities will be conducted by the Authority and 
its representatives in the preparation of the combined EIR/EIS. The FRA has responsibility for overseeing 
the safety of railroad operations, including the safety of any proposed high-speed ground transportation 
system.  The FRA also has responsibility for providing Federal funding for intercity passenger rail capital 
investments, including high-speed rail, and may provide financial assistance for the project.  The FRA will 
publish a Notice of Intent (NOI) in the Federal Register, announcing the agency’s intention to initiate the 
federal environmental review process for this section of the HST project. 
 
The Authority and the FRA completed a California High Speed Train Program EIR/EIS (Statewide 
Program EIR/EIS) in August 2005 as the first-phase of a tiered environmental review process for the 
proposed California HST System. The Statewide Program EIR/EIS generally selected the Burlington 
Northern Santa Fe (BNSF) railroad corridor for the high-speed train route from Merced to Fresno with 










